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COURSE DESCRIPTION:
High school students make financial decisions every day; every purchase they make

and every dollar they save are examples of financial decisions that affect their current and future
lives. Equipping Saskatchewan students with foundational knowledge and skills in financial
literacy will help them approach basic and complex issues associated with financial decisions.
The purpose of Financial Literacy is to develop informed consumers with the habits, attitudes,
and critical thinking skills necessary to approach financial decisions with competence and
confidence—both now and in their future lives.

This curriculum seeks to develop within every student the capacity to make informed
personal financial decisions as they transition through and beyond secondary school and into
adulthood. Financial Literacy 20 is a “Practical and Applied Arts” course. It will give you the
opportunity to learn and apply practical life skills starting now and continuing through the many
financial decisions you will encounter in life.

AIM:
The aim of 7-12 Practical and Applied Arts is to provide life skills to prepare students to

participate as family members, community members, citizens, consumers and producers in
Canadian society. Goals are broad statements identifying what students are expected to know
and be able to do upon completion of the learning in a particular area of study by the end of
Grade 12.

GOALS:
The goals of 7-12 Practical and Applied Arts are:

• Theory and Practice – Students will be engaged in a balance of theory and practice for
lifelong learning.

• Career Development – Students will experience opportunities for career awareness,
exploration and experience.

• Industry Standard Learnings – Students will gain industry standard learnings to assist
them in accessing post-secondary education, training and employment.



• Skill Development – Students will develop the skills needed to enter, stay in and
progress in the world of work.

AREAS OF FOCUS:
Areas of Focus identify the key components of what students are expected to know,

understand and be able to do upon completion of learning in a Practical and Applied Arts
curriculum. Because PAA curricula generally contain more learning than one course (1 credit),
the Areas of Focus are not meant to be fully attainable after 100 hours of learning.

The Areas of Focus for Financial Literacy are:
• Earning; • Saving; • Spending; • Borrowing; • Sharing; • Investing; and • Protecting.

The curriculum addresses financial issues and decisions that students may already be
facing while highlighting others they are likely to face within the first few years of graduating high
school. In addition, it touches upon more complex issues such as home ownership, debt
management and retirement planning which are part of a lifelong financial journey.

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES:
We will be covering the following curricular outcomes (not necessarily in the order listed):
Module 1: The Decision-Making Process
● Students will: Apply decision‐making strategies to various financial scenarios.
Module 2: Goal Setting
● Students will: Develop personal goals using a variety of goal-setting models.
Module 3: Information Security
● Students will: Investigate methods for handling and storing personal and financial information
securely.
Module 4: Net Worth
● Students will: Apply the concept of net worth to given scenarios.
Module 5A: Budgeting – Budgeting Fundamentals
● Students will: Examine the principles of budgeting.
Module 5B: Budgeting – Personal Budget Design and Analysis
● Students will: Develop monthly and annual budgets based on income and expense tracking.
Module 6A: Financial Institutions – Exploration
● Students will: Examine basic services typically provided by financial institutions for accessing
and managing personal finances.



Module 7A: Conducting and Monitoring Financial Transactions
● Students will: Explore forms, documents and processes used to conduct and monitor common
financial transactions.
Module 7B: Maintaining Financial Records
● Students will: Maintain accurate personal financial records.
Module 8: Pre-authorized Debits and Direct Deposits (Optional)
● Students will: Explore the use of pre-authorized payments and direct deposits.
Module 12A: Payment for Work A
● Students will: Research different ways to earn an income.

Module 12B: Payment for Work B
● Students will: Assess the financial and legal implications associated with different methods of
paying for work.
Module 12C: Pay Stub and Deductions
● Students will: Examine the components of a pay stub.
Module 13: Transactions for Goods and Services (optional)
● Students will: Evaluate how transactions for goods and services occur.
Module 14A: Lifestyle and Career A
● Students will: Explore career options to support one’s desired lifestyle goals.
Module 17: Interest
● Students will: Examine the concept of interest.
Module 19A: Types of Credit
● Students will: Investigate various types of credit and credit products available to individuals.
Module 19B: Credit Reports and Credit Scores
● Students will: Investigate factors that influence one’s credit file.
Module 19D: Obtaining and Maintaining Credit
● Students will: Explore the process of obtaining credit including the role of down payments and
credit calculations.
Module 19E: Attitudes Towards Credit (optional)
● Students will: Explore how various perspectives affect an individual’s attitudes towards credit.
Module 20: Types of Payment Cards
● Students will: Investigate different types of payment cards.
Module 22A: Handling Debt Problems A
● Students will: Analyze the use and overuse of credit by individuals.
Module 23: Cell Phone Plan Options (optional)
● Students will: Examine cell phone plan options.
Module 24: Contracts
● Students will: Examine financial contracts.
Module 25A: Buying, Renting, and Leasing



● Students will: Differentiate between buying, renting, and leasing.
Module 26A: Saving
● Students will: Examine the principles of saving money.
Module 26B: Saving and Investing
● Students will: Differentiate between saving and investing.
Module 26C: Criteria to Consider When Investing (optional)
● Students will: Explore investment criteria.
Module 28A: Insurance A – Principles of Insurance
● Students will: Explore the importance of protection against potential financial loss.
Module 32: Frauds, Phishing and Scams
● Students will: Explore the financial risks associated with fraud, phishing and scams.
Module 34: Career Opportunities in the Financial Industry
● Students will: Investigate career opportunities in the financial industry in Saskatchewan and
Canada.

TEACHING STRATEGIES:
i. Each module of the course has the following three standard parts:
. • a list of learning objectives
• an instructional component
• an assignment

ii. Financial Literacy 20 will be taught as an online course through MOODLE where students will
be given a number of tools to achieve the student learning outcomes. It is an asynchronous
course. I will also always be in contact through email which will be our primary way of
communicating. The course will be based on a “read this then practice that” format.

iii. Assignments are done at your pace but I will contact you if I become worried that you might
not finish the course on time. P.S. I will probably worry. Don’t procrastinate. You can’t complete
this course in just a few weeks.

iv. The course is broken up into 12 required units. Readings, videos and assignments should be
completed in order.

COURSE MATERIALS AND RESOURCES
i. Financial Literacy 20 encourages resource-based learning. There are no required textbooks
for this course. This online package contains the core learning materials that you require to
complete the course. It includes information and articles from a variety of sources. It also
contains activities that send you into your community to identify, access, and evaluate
resources. Remember that resources come in many different forms. People, businesses,
organizations, and the media are all valuable sources of information that you should consider.



ii. All materials will be available to you through the main course page on MOODLE. Reading
assignments will be in the form of PDF or Microsoft WORD and the majority of assignments will
be completed through Microsoft WORD. Internet connection is required.

EVALUATION:
Assessment and evaluation for this class will be based upon given assignments throughout
each unit that focus on the broad areas of learning of creating lifelong learners, creating a sense
of self, community and place, and creating engaged citizens. Each Module may include a
number of smaller assignments based upon readings and videos provided. Students are invited
to tap into their natural ability to inquire with the material presented. There will be a mandatory
extended portion of each module that will require the student to look elsewhere in the school or
community for information. Both Formative and Summative Assessment will be used. This
means that not all aspects of the course will be given a grade, rather they will be used to
promote learning through meaningful feedback as you work toward developing strong
transitional skills.

Evaluation Breakdown:
1. Decision Making and Goal Setting 10%
2. Income and Budgeting 15%
3. Lifestyle and Career 15%
4. Finances, Saving and Banks 10%
5. Buying, Renting and Leasing 15%
6. Credit and Debt 15%
7. Investing and Insurance 10%
8. Frauds and Scams 10%

Each module will have a number of assignments each with their own weight. Questions within
the assignments will each have clearly identified weights.

If you have any questions or concerns throughout the course you may contact me via email or
message me on moodle chat. If the question or issue is urgent please send me a text or call my
cell phone.

Best of luck in this course!

Ms. Archibald


